Wisdom and Destiny

he strikes brings victory nearer, or as the
other who knows his little account in the
combat but still fights sturdily on ? The
upright man would scorn to deceive his
neighbour, but is ever unduly Inclined to
regard some measure of self-deception as
inseparable from his ideal.

If there were profit in virtue, then would
the noblest of men be compelled to seek
happiness elsewhere ; and God would
destroy their main object in life were Tie
to reward them often. Nothing is in-
dispensable, perhaps, or even necessary;
and it may be that if the joy of doing
good for sake of good were taken from
the soul, it would find other, purer joys;
but in the meantime, it is the most beau-
tiful joy we know, therefore let us respect
it. Let us not resent the misfortunes
that sometimes befall virtue, lest we at
the same time disturb the limpid essence

of its happiness.    The soul that has this
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